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Struggling cricketer, ex-wife among
three booked under NDPS Act

Rajkot: A struggling
cricketer and his ex-wife along
with an alleged drug peddler
were booked on Thursday
under the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act.

According to police,
Akash Ambasana (24), Ami
Cholera (22) and Irfan Pattni
(43) were found allegedly
under influence of drugs from
room 301 of a hotel on
Racecourse road on October
22

The police also found

three syringes — one empty,
one partially used and the thlrd
was unused. The police had
sent the syringes for forensic
examination along with the
blood samples of the trio.
The forensic report
confirmed that the syringes
contained drug mephedrone
and the same was found in the
blood samples of the accused.
Based on this report,
Ambasana, Cholera and
Pattani were booked under
NDPS and Prohibition acts.
Ambasana’s mother,

Alka, on the night of October
21 had complained to police
that her son had become a
drug addict and was missing.
The police found Akash with
his ex-wife after searching
throughout the night.

The police later claimed
that Cholera had decided to
undergo a de-addiction
programme and wanted to
prepare for the police
constable’s exam. The cops
have also provided her with
books and coaching to crack
the exam.

Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation
ramps up Covid testlng to 4,500 a day

AHMEDABAD: Amid
fears of a third wave of
Covid 19 cases, the health
department of the
Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC) has
scaled up its daily testing for
Covid-19 from 2,500 to
4,500 per day starting from
Friday. A senior AMC official
said the corporation is
closely monitoring the
situation and will further
increase testing if the need

are concerned as 9.3 lakh
eligible people have not yet
taken their second dose and
some of them are overdue
by over six weeks,” he said.
An official said that on
Friday, the civic body
administered a total of

arises. “We have already
scaled up testing at entry
points such as bus stands
and railway stations. We are
prepared to start setting up
testing tents at various
locations if the need arises.”

He said the focus of
the civic body is on fast
coverage of second doses of
vaccines. “In five days
including today, we
administered as many as
60,000 vaccine doses. We

21,787 vaccine doses of
which 18,554 were second
doses. He said that the civic
body is taking all possible
measures to avert a third
wave of cases. "AMC has
made its ‘no vaccine-no
entry’ rule stricter on Friday.
We have also started
calling people who are
overdue on their second
dose. We are also tracing
contacts of people who test
positive. If despite all this
we have to deal with
another surge in the
positivity rate, our hospitals
are now better equipped to
deal with such a situation,”
the official said.

Gujarat’'s

‘mad tree’

can be a good one too

Rajkot: The much-
maligned gando baval or
prosopis juliflora (PJ) — the
invasive ‘alien” weed that
ravaged large swathes of
traditional grassland in Kutch
decimating livelihood of Banni
people — may have the last
laugh if a scientific paper can
save its existence.

For years now, there has
been a discussion to eradicate
the weed to save the Banni
grassland mostly under the
demand of the locals. But, a
paper recently published by
GUIDE (Gujarat Institute of
Desert Ecology), suggested

aking a separate
management policy for PJ, as
the weed has the capacity to
generate lakhs of employment
and can usher in major
change in the entire
ecosystem of Kutch’s Banni
land. The paper suggests that
PJ can be used in making
bread, biscuit, syrup, coffee,
cocktails and even brandy
apart from its wood being
used in making charcoal and
generating electricity. It says
that PJ’s multifarious usage is
well known in various

countries, though it has
generated very little
awareness about its full
potential. The paper published
in Global Journal of Science
Frontier Research suggested
better usage with a policy
intervention to generate new
industry and new
employment. It, however,
stated that this option is very
expensive and practically not
possible looking at the
experience of other countries.
Talking to TOI, one of the
authors of this paper and
director of GUIDE, V Vijay
Kumar said, “We need to make
a separate management policy
for PJ. We have considered it
an alien species but it has
economic and environmental
potential. We have to make a
new management plan for PJ
considering its positive and
negative points.” Kumar further
said that proper planning can
help generate massive
employment opportunities and
usher in economic
development to the arid land.
Prosopis pods after removing
the seeds are rich in protein
and glucose.

Somnath temple witnessed heavy
rush during Diwali holidays

RAJKOT: Somnath temple in
Gir Somnath district, one of the
twelve Jyotirlinga of Lord Shiva,
witnessed a heavy rush of
devotees during the Diwali
vacation. According to temple
trust, in 10 days of Diwali, 51.67
lakh people on Facebook, 22.26
lakh people on Twitter, 34.46 lakh
people on YouTube, and 27 lakh
people on Instagram offered the
prayer. Whereas, three lakh
people visited the temple in ten
days. From November 1 to

November 9, the temple received
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anincome of Rs 1.35 crore. The
average monthly income of the
temple including donations is
around Rs 4.5 crore. The trust
eamed the money from guest
house rent, Prasad distribution,
parking charges, ticket of light
and sound show etc. Somnath
Temple is the first among the
Aadi Jyotirlingas of Indi
inister Narendra Modi is

the chairman of Somnath
Temple Trust. The existing
temple, considered to be the
seventh one, is built in the Kailas
Mahameru Prasad style and
India’s first deputy Prime Minister
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel is its
pioneer. It is designed by
Prabhashankar Sompura who is
remembered as the architect of

the present-day temple.
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Gujarat: Patan girl tonsured,
shamed for elopin

Ahmedabad : A video of
a shocking incident of a young
woman being tonsured and
her face blackened before
being paraded in the Vadi
mohalla of Harij town in Patan
district has sent shock-waves
across the state. The video is
believed to be a week old, but
went viral on social media on
Friday. Harij police have
arrested at least 17 persons
in connection with the incident
including a few of the young
woman’s family members and
neighbours.In the video, the
girl is seen sitting on the
ground with her hands tied. A
man brandishing a pair of
scissors is seen chopping off
her hair even as she pleads
for mercy. Those tormenting
the victim are members of her
family and also neighbours. In
another video of the same
incident, some people are

seen smearing her face with
black ash before being
paraded thus in the locality
where she lives with her
hands still tied.

According to Patan
district collector, Supreet
Singh Gulati, the woman
belongs to Vadi community.
“The woman was tonsured,
her face blackened and she

was paraded in the locality
where she lived. According to
what I could gather, the
woman who is engaged to be
married to some other person
from the community had
eloped with her lover. The
tonsuring, and blackening of
her face was some sort of a
purification ritual of the
community,” Gulati told .

Hotel receptionist held for

providing room to gamblers

Rajkot: The receptionist of a high-end hotel in the city
where sleuths of crime branch had busted a gambling den on
Wednesday was arrested by the police on Thursday. The
manager of the hotel, John Kuria Kosh, will also be arrested
after he returns from Ahmedabad, said cops who had arrested

10 people from inside the room on Wednesday.

Police said that receptionist Priti Patel had provided the
key to the room to the gamblers at the behest of Kosh even as
the Aadhaar card the latter had emailed her for hotel records
did not match with any of the occupants of the room.

Record 112 Bhavai artists play bhungal

Ahmedabad : Globally

renowned Tana-Riri Music
Festival of Vadnagar coincided
with the 75th year of
Independence this year. It was
organized recently where a
world record was set with 112
artists played the bhungal —a
trumpet-like musical instrument
made of copper or brass —
non-stop for five minutes.
Bharat Joshi an organizer
stated that Bhavai performers
belonging to the Turi-Barot and
Nayak community, achieved this
melodious feat. To facilitate

ease of transportation, the six-
feet-long Bhungal is made up
of three parts and is later
assembled. One of the key
musical instruments, besides
the tabla for Bhavai
performances, the Bhungal
gives performers the pitch and
dance rhythm. This annual
music festival started by then
chief minister Narendra Modi is
in honour of two sisters Tana
and Riri, of Vadnagar, who were
Nagar sisters and is celebrated
on the 9th day of Kartik (the first
month after Diwali).
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Famous classical singers
from India along with
accomplished  Gujarati
classical singers are invited to
give a treat for music lovers.

Legend has it that
Tansen, the famous court
musician of Emperor Akbar,
sang Raag Deepak so fervently
that even lamps lit up
magically and the singer too
suffered from high fever. To
get relief, Tansen knew he had
to hear the soothing rendition
of of Raag Megh Malhar —an
antidote to the heat — and
thus, headed for Vadnagar
where Tana and Riri sang for
him and nursed him back to
health. Akbar then summoned
the two sisters to his court, but
owing to the conservative
societal norms of the
community, Tana and Riri
preferred to immolate
themselves in Vadnagar than
refuse or disobey the
emperor’s summons. A
samadhi was created in
Vadnagar called the Tana Riri
Samadhi and the annual
classical music festival is held
near this Samadhi. Those
present at the function this
year were Sangeet Natak
Academy’s Pankaj Bhatt, chief
of Genius Foundation, Pawan
Solanki among many others.
The organiser of the festival
was Bharat Vyas of
Himmatnagar.
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Date : Novemer 13, 2021
Place: Ahmedabad

filed with the NSE under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligation and Disclosure Requirements) Regulation,
2015. The full format of the quarterlyand half yearly Financial Results are available on the Website of NSE at

For, Sikko Industries Limited

Managing Director(DIN: 00587807)
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» That all costs, charges, expenses thal shall be incurred by the Bank in the process of s actions

under Section 13 (4) and incidental thereto shall be recoverable from the Bormower
Company,Hypothecator/Guarantors/Mortgagors in the manner presceibed under the SAR
Act

« This Demand notice dated 14.10.2021 is Issued without prejudice ta tha Bank's right to intate;
continue such othor legal action against the Borrower Company / Hypothecator / Guarantor /
" ,for

Sd/-
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